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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4021

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Wallace, Crouse, Mrris, Condotta, Lovick,
Kessler, Darneille, Berkey, Hatfield, Hudgins, Meller and Bl ake

Read first time 02/27/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Technol ogy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons & Energy.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO STEVEN WRI GHT,
ADM NI STRATOR OF THE BONNEVI LLE POWER ADM NI STRATI ON, AND TO SPENCER
ABRAHAM SECRETARY OF ENERGY, AND TO TOM RI DGE, SECRETARY OF HQOVELAND
SECURI TY:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The State of Washington's econony is constructed on
affordable and reliable electricity; and

WHEREAS, Energy prices in the Northwest are threatening businesses
and industries, including alum num conpani es; and

VWHEREAS, The Bonneville Power Adm nistration is proposing yet
another rate increase to go into effect on Cctober 1, 2003; and

WHEREAS, The proposed increase is 15% nore than the current rates,
whi ch are already extrenely high due to the nore than 50% i ncrease t hat
has already occurred in the | ast couple of years; and
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VWHEREAS, This increase will cost the state's econony one billion
dol l ars over the next three years; and

VWHEREAS, Many industries noved to Washi ngton to take advantage of
| ow- cost hydroelectric power. They are now paying nore for power in
Washi ngton than in nost of their other |ocations in the nation; and

VWHEREAS, Wt hout affordable energy for these industries (alum num
pul p and paper, aerospace, agriculture, etc.), thousands of fam |l y-wage
jobs will be lost; and

VWHEREAS, Many of these jobs are in rural and economcally
chal l enged areas. These industries are at the core of many Northwest
communities and provide the foundation for nunmerous secondary
enpl oynment opportunities and al so provi de substantial tax revenues; and

WHEREAS, The proposed rate increase will do nore than jeopardize
hi gh paying jobs. The nation is suffering a severe recession and the
Pacific Northwest is already the hardest hit region in the country; and

WHEREAS, Any increase in Bonneville Power Administration rates wll
only slow or prevent economc recovery as well as exacerbate the
state's budget crisis; and

WHEREAS, The Bonneville Power Admnistration has the tools
available to neet all of its legal obligations, including protecting
fish and wildlife, without raising rates; and

WHEREAS, As a result of its $500 million in prepaynents to Treasury
to avoid a rate increase, the Bonneville Power Adm nistration can cut
costs (not just slowits rate of growh) and utilize its newy acquired
addi tional borrowi ng authority and the flexibility it has garnered; and

WHEREAS, This region sinply cannot support an additional billion
dollar hit to its econony over the next three years;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully comunicate their
request for the Bonneville Power Admnistration to refrain from
adopting rate increases at this time, unless absolutely necessary to
preserve its bond rating, and to use other tools at its disposal to
manage costs until econom c recovery is in sight.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
St at es, Steven Wi ght, Adm nistrator of the Bonneville Power
Adm ni stration, Spencer Abraham Secretary of Energy, Tom R dge,
Secretary of the Departnent of Honel and Security, the President of the
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Uni ted States Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and

each nmenber of Congress fromthe State of WAshington.

~-- END ---
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